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but considered it a spiteful invention of her own.
She even regretted that The Times had become friend-
lier, for it would only make William think himself
more perfect than ever. Once more she reiterated
to her mother in detail all the wrongs and the insults
she had suffered at his hands during the last year;
they could only be forgiven when he asked her
pardon. " Some day/3 she concluded, " I must be
righted in the eyes of Germany, and the calumnies
must be refuted which are still believed and which
William chooses to believe to a great extent."1 She
had made that resolve, as will be seen later, soon
after her husband's death, and it remained with her
unshaken till the end of her life.

Early in January, 1890, the Empress Augusta died.
Since the Franco-German war she had been head
of the Red  Cross  Society,  and the Crown Prince
Frederick had told his wife, now twenty years ago,
that he hoped that she would take his mother's place
if she gave this work up or in case of her death.   But
now when she said to William that she was ready to
do so, she found that it had been arranged a year
ago that the present Empress should be appointed.
She was terribly hurt: she felt that once more her
husband's wishes had been brushed aside, and that
this was a plot, to which the Empress Augusta had
been privy, to ignore her and to prevent her holding
any position of influence.   But it was very unlikely
that anything of the sort had been intended, or that
the   Crown   Prince   Frederick's   wishes   had   been

1 Ponsonby, Letters of Empress Frederick, pp. 385, 386.
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